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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

According to www.citationmachine.net, Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. was a civil rights leader who is recognized 

as one of “the greatest nonviolent leaders in world his-

tory.”  He organized and led many prominent anti-

segregation protest movements and demonstrations in 

the 1950’s  and 1960’s.  Dr. King orchestrated the Mont-

gomery Bus Boycott, the Birmingham anti-segregation 

protests, and the March on Washington where he deliv-

ered his famous “I Have A Dream” speech.   After Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated 

in 1968, labor unions in the United States began to campaign for a federal holiday to cele-

brate the life and work of Dr. King.  Shortly after his death, Democratic U.S. Representative 

John Conyers and Republican U.S. Senator Edward Brooke introduced a bill to Congress to 

make Dr. King’s birthday a federal holiday.  For many years U.S. Congress failed to pass this 

bill, as opponents argued that the federal government shouldn’t celebrate a private citizen 

who never held public office.  In 1983, President Ronald Reagan signed a bill calling for a fed-

eral holiday to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King’s life.  Although Reagan had originally op-

posed the bill-as Reagan disapproved of Dr. King’s campaign against the Vietnam War and 

support of Marxist critiques of capitalism-he eventually signed it after the King Center led a 

successful petition campaign.  Across the United States, individuals and groups celebrate 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as a day of community service and volunteering.  Cities such as At-

lanta and Philadelphia host  large service-based events on MLK Jr. Day.  Previous United 

States Presidents such as Barack Obama and George W. Bush have also volunteered on MLK 

Jr. Day. 

Rarely do we find men who willingly engage in hard, solid thinking. There is 

an almost universal quest for easy answers and half-baked solutions. Nothing 

pains some people more than having to think.”  

-Martin Luther King Jr. 

http://www.citationmachine.net


In Solidarity, 

Thank you to all who ordered their white t-shirts using our 

new online store!  Watch the text messaging system for pickup 

information.   

As previously mentioned, Local 2209 wants your designs and 

product ideas to offer to all of our members through this 

online store.  Contact the union hall with ideas or suggestions. 

260-672-2209 or erika.keeser@uaw2209.org 

WHITE T-SHIRT DAY-FEBRUARY 11TH 

W-2’s  

W-2s were mailed from the union hall the last week of December.  If you have not received 

one and believe you should have, please contact the hall, 260-672-2209.  This would be for 

any payroll received from the Union Hall for 2020.  This has nothing to do with your General 

Motors earnings. 

UAW LOCAL 2209 STANDING COMMITTEES 

I have begun to meet with our standing committees to  plan for 2021 fundraising and events 

for our members.  Watch publications and bulletin boards for information  on upcoming Lo-

cal 2209 events and opportunities to help our local union and communities. 

UNION LABEL DISCOUNT  PAMPHLET 

Just a reminder, if you have a business or know of a business that offers UAW Local 2209 

members a discount, and you would like it to be placed in the Union Label Discount Pam-

phlet that is coming out this spring, please contact the union hall, 260-672-2209 or      

erika.keeser@uaw22209.org with all important information (name of business, location, 

contact info, discount). 


